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Chapter 14 

SUMMARY  OF  IMPLEMENTATION  STRATEGIES 
 

o In the case of a conflict between the more detailed implementation strategy descriptions within 
the preceding chapters of this comprehensive plan and this summary table of strategies, the 
former shall be followed.   

o Timeframes:  Ongoing is used for regularly recurring activities; Immediate is used for strategies 
to be addressed within two years after the adoption of this comprehensive plan; and Long Term 
is assigned for strategies to be address within ten years.   

o The lead on each strategy is first party listed in the responsible party column of this table. 
 

Zoning Strategies Responsible Party Timeframe 
Review and amend residential and commercial zoning factors such as lot size, 
building setbacks, landscaping standards, and traffic to achieve an attractive 
urban environment in which people want to live and work. 

City Council, 
Comps, CEO 

Immediate 

Review zoning along the waterfront to ensure that the zoning supports recent 
economic trends towards a tourist economy while maintaining a healthy balance 
between the tourist economy and the working waterfront. 

City Council, 
Comps, CEO, 
Additional input: 
Community 
Development and 
Harbor Commission 

Immediate 

Evaluate zoning to allow for architectural blending rather than landscape and 
buffering where possible. 

Comps, PC, CEO Short 

Review and evaluate the zoning of areas based on the economic viability of the 
allowed uses, the transportation impact, the natural impact, and the compatibility 
with surrounding zoning and uses.  

City Council, 
Comps, PC, CEO 

Immediate 

Evaluate the existing commercial areas on Payne Street, Maverick Street, New 
County Road, Park Street west of Downtown to Broadway, Park Street from 
Broadway west, Main Street from Rankin Street to Maverick Street, Camden 
Street from Maverick Street north to Rockport to assure that the zoning is 
appropriate to those specific commercial areas and that they are being developed 
to their best potential use. 

City Council, 
Comps, PC, CEO 

Immediate 

Evaluate Business Park zone. City Council, 
Comps, PC 

Immediate 

Retain the Woodland and Wildlife Zone in the Rockland Bog and Marsh Brook 
to prevent development harmful to these wetlands. 

City Council,  Ongoing 

Retain Woodland and Wildlife Zoning where silvicultural activities are, or could 
be, important to Rockland’s future. 

Council, Comps Ongoing 

Review the zoning of areas fronting on the Harbor.  Require sideline setbacks to 
increase or preserve views of the water from public rights of way. Consider the 
effects of placement and heights of buildings on the  
seaward side of streets paralleling the shore on views and air circulation for those 
properties on the landward side of those streets. 

Council, Comps, 
CEO, PC 

Immediate 

Make the Harbor Trail a more permanent fixture, including signing, purchase of 
easements and provision of sidewalks where needed for safety. 

Council, Harbor 
Commission, Park 
Committee 

Short 

Work with marine suppliers, marine service organizations, etc. to permit them to 
operate within the zoning ordinance. 

Council, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Ongoing 

Consider amending the Zoning Ordinance to avoid concentrations of group 
homes, distributing the location of these facilities more evenly within the City. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

Amend zoning to encourage new infill development to reflect the existing Comps, CEO, Immediate 
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character of the neighborhood regarding setbacks and lot size. Council 
The land containing the footpath that leads to the Rockland Breakwater should be 
zoned to restrict further development from occurring.  In addition, the City 
should work towards acquiring permanent easement (right of way) or outright 
ownership of the land from the Samoset. 

Council, City 
Attorney 

Immediate 

Review the Residential Zone “B” to determine which non-residential uses are 
incompatible with existing residential development and amend the zoning to 
eliminate further development of these uses.   

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Immediate 

Remove zoning restrictions to allow creation of parks and open space in all areas. Comps, Council Immediate 
Continually review the City’s residential zoning regulations (including but not 
limited to building coverage, lot coverage, and dwelling size) to determine if 
revisions are required to promote residential development within the core growth 
areas.  Caution should be exercised to ensure any revisions are in keeping with 
the character of affected neighborhoods. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Ongoing 

Allow mixed-use development that combines low-impact commercial uses and 
residential uses in buildings.  

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

Review the mapping of residential and potential mixed-use areas and remap areas 
where smaller lot single family structures, multi-family structures, and mixed-use 
developments would be appropriate to help reduce Rockland’s jobs/housing 
imbalance.   

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

Update applicable zoning regulations and/or rezone areas on Route 1 to allow denser 
and mixed-use redevelopment and in-fill.  Areas zoned Plaza Commercial on Route 1 
should be rezoned to allow for greater build-out from in-fill and/or redevelopment of 
affected parcels. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Immediate 

Open most core growth areas to mixed-use development, including multi-
family housing at densities that can be supported by existing and planned 
sewerage capacity.  

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

Amend residential zone regulations that limit in-fill development or 
redevelopment, such as by reducing setbacks, reducing or limiting maximum 
F.A.R.s, increasing maximum height or floors, etc.  Reduce on-site parking 
requirements for all zones included within designated core growth areas.  

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Immediate 

Require new commercial and residential development along state highways to 
provide shared vehicle access connections to abutting parking lots, unless 
environmental constraints would prevent such connections.  

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

Provide incentives (such as reduced off-street parking requirement, and  
assistance with managing stormwater runoff) for developments that exceed a 
Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of at least 0.4 in areas zoned Plaza Commercial or 
Commercial 1, 2, or 3. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

Establish a maximum footprint for use, not for building as currently 
regulated, to encourage multi-occupancy buildings.  

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

Reduce the patchwork of zones on Route 1, and provide a better transition between 
plaza / commercial uses and residential, small business, and rural uses.   

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

Rezone the area west of Old County Road and east of Bog Road to lower the 
net  residential density from that found in the Residential B Zone, and allow those 
commercial and  industrial uses that depend on rural resources (either as permitted 
or conditional  uses), home occupations, artisan shops, and similar 
traditional, rural, nonresidential uses in addition to residential uses. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Immediate 

Create a hillside/ridgeline protection overlay for areas  over 300 feet in elevation, 
regulating the siting of structures to protect  habitats, scenic assets, access and 
safety. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

   
Harbor/Waterfront/Marine related Strategies   

Provide visual and pedestrian access to the harbor through development of a 
harbor access plan. The harbor access plan should maintain and preserve existing 
public land that provide visual and pedestrian access and encourage development 
of areas located between downtown and the harbor with path access and potential 
restaurant and retail services. 

Council, PC, Harbor 
Commission, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Short 

Allow a broad range of marine-related activities along the shore. Restrict non- Comps, CEO, Immediate 
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marine uses on the immediate shoreline, except as part of larger scale activities 
extending beyond the shore land. 

Harbor 
Commission, 
Council 

Monitor water depths to keep the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers informed as to 
the need for maintenance dredging of channels. Encourage public and private 
dredging to create new channels and mooring basins as needed. 

Harbor Master Ongoing 

Work with the Maine Department of Transportation and private operators to 
encourage more water-borne transportation activities. 

Manager, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Harbor Commission 

Short 

Encourage the construction/installation of additional breakwaters or other 
protective works to improve protection of mooring areas and shore facilities 
(combine public and private funding sources). 

Engineer, Council, 
Harbor 
Commission, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Long 

Plan for expansion and improvement of public waterfront facilities such as the 
Fish Pier, Middle Pier, and Public Landing as demand increases. Improve 
boating facilities and dinghy storage at Snow Marine Park and at the Public 
Landing. 

Council, Harbor 
Commission, 
Harbor Master 

Ongoing 

Enforce vessel holding tank discharge laws. Harbor Master Ongoing 
As harbor water quality improves, provide limited facilities for swimming at 
Sandy Beach and/or Snow Marine Park. 

Harbor 
Commission, Parks 
Commission, 
Council 

Short 

Develop a shared Rockland Harbor Master Plan with the Town of Owls Head. Council, Harbor 
Commission, 
Harbor Master 

Short 

   
Public Sewer/Water, Public Facility Strategies   

Carefully consider all extensions of public utilities, so that unwanted 
development is not encouraged in areas topographically unsuited to such 
development. 

Council, Engineer, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
WWTF 
Superintendent 

Short 

Review the sewer system to determine where extensions could be made 
economically to allow more intense development of underutilized land in Core 
Growth Areas, particularly in the areas between Broadway and Old County Road 
and along  Old County Road. 

Engineer, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Council, WWTF 
Superintendent 

Short 

Undertake the construction of separate storm water and sanitary sewers in the 
South End. This would eliminate the Combined Sewer Overflow in the South 
End, at an estimated cost of $1.5 million for the project. 

Engineer, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Council, WWTF 
Superintendent 

Ongoing 

   
Public Education/SAD 5 Strategies   

Stimulate the development of "Career Days" and business seminars for Maine 
School Administrative District # 5 (MSAD 5) students. 

Council, Manager, 
SAD 5, RTACC 

Immediate 

Encourage industrial and business site seminars for educators. Manager, 
Community 
Development, 
RTACC 

Immediate 

Promote MSAD 5 student involvement in all aspects of local government:  Manager, SAD 5, Immediate 
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student internships, Student Mayor, City Manager, and City Council Day. Council 
Encourage educational and training programs oriented to marine activities. Manager, 

Community 
Development, 
RTACC 

Immediate 

Establish a City of Rockland Education Committee in charge of bringing 
education related issues to the forefront and serving as a liaison between the City 
of Rockland and SAD 5. 

Council Immediate 

   
Economic Development/Tourism Strategies   

Work with the State of Maine Bureau of Tourism, the Chamber of Commerce 
and use the City website to promote tourism in Rockland. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Manager 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

 

Continue to promote and invest in attracting cruise trips to Rockland as a 
destination. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Manager, RTACC 

Short 

Work with adjacent municipalities, the Rockland Thomaston Chamber of 
Commerce, Eastern Maine Development Corporation, and the Mid Coast 
Regional Planning Commission to develop regional industrial and business parks 
and to promote regional economic development. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Manager 

Immediate 

   
Design Standards Strategies   

Review performance, design, and other standards for industrial and commercial 
development and redevelopment to assure they reflect the importance of 
aesthetics and the visual environment. 

Comps, CEO, PC Immediate 

Review building and life safety codes and evaluate for removal any portion that 
may hinder adaptive re-use of existing buildings. 

Comps, CEO, PC, 
Council 

Immediate 

   
Codes/Regulations/Ordinance Strategies   

Develop Ordinances that require the removal or rehabilitation of uninhabitable 
buildings. 

Council, CEO, City 
Attorney 

Short 

Amend ordinances to limit development of steep slopes and higher elevations to 
low-density natural resource and/or residential uses. 

Comps, CEO, PC, 
Council 

Immediate 

Adopt ordinances to limit excavating and filling of land to retain as much as 
possible of the original contours of the land, except for the installation of 
buildings and necessary roads and driveways. 

Comps, CEO, PC, 
Council 

Immediate 

Limit the construction of roads to grades not exceeding 8%. Require greater area 
and reduce the building coverage allowed for lots with slopes steeper than 20%. 

Comps, CEO, PC, 
Council 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Adopt a Shoreline Zoning Ordinance for the Chickawaukie Lake watershed 
consistent with the Town of Rockport and the Department of Environmental 
Protection’s State of Maine Guidelines. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

Amend ordinances to require effects of proposed development on storm water 
flows and flooding to be determined during the application process.  Require on-
site detention of storm water runoff where appropriate. 

Comps, CEO, PC, 
Council 

Short 

Amend ordinances as necessary to continue to limit the development of flood-
prone areas. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

Update the Flood Plain Management Ordinance as necessary to reflect current 
versions and retain eligibility of Rockland property owners to purchase Flood 
Insurance through the National Flood Insurance Program. The most recently 
adopted amendments were effective September 9, 1999. 

CEO, Council, 
Community 
Development 

Short 

Evaluate subdivision standards regarding roads and sidewalks and amend these 
provisions as necessary to improve enforcement, and to encourage subdivision 
streets that complement the neighborhood in which they are located, including 
the use of narrow streets for small subdivisions.   

Comps, CEO Immediate 

Consider adopting a conservation subdivision ordinance, and limit new 
subdivisions in designated rural areas to conservation or clustered housing 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 
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subdivisions.  Consider allowing off-site conservation, but still within Rockland. 
Adopt a local ordinance limiting loading/unloading of trucks, other than delivery 
trucks such as Federal Express, or United Parcel Service, to certain hours when 
traffic is lighter. 

Council, Downtown 
Merchants Group, 
RTACC 

Immediate 

Study and amend, as necessary, ordinances concerning parking for multi-family 
housing, to ensure adequate on-site parking for new or converted multi-family 
dwellings. 

Comps, CEO, PC, 
Council 

Ongoing 

Amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow parks and playgrounds in all residential 
zones. 

Comps, Council Immediate 

Prepare amendments to the Charter and Code as needed to bring them into 
compliance with each other and present the modified Charter and Code for 
consideration by the City Council.  

Council, Manager, 
Attorney 

Immediate 

Adopt the latest version of the Building Officials and Code Administrators 
(BOCA) Building Code and apply that Code to all new construction. 

CEO, Council Immediate 

Adopt the latest version of the National Fire Protections Association (NFPA) 101 
Life Safety Code and require that a construction permit be obtained from the 
State Fire Marshall’s Office when necessary.  

CEO, Council, Fire 
Chief 

Immediate 

Modify the Subdivision Ordinance to require fire ponds and dry hydrants in 
subdivisions not served by Consumers Maine Water Company. 

CEO, Council, Fire 
Chief, PC 

Short 

Prepare and adopt an industrial pre-treatment ordinance to meet Federal 
standards. 

WWTF 
Superintendent, 
Engineer, Council 

Short 

Amend City Ordinances to require any developer proposing a development that 
significantly increases or decreases the housing stock within the City of 
Rockland to submit an Education Impact Study.  The Education Impact Study 
will be forwarded to SAD 5. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Attorney, Council 

Short 

Develop enforceable regulations requiring the long-term maintenance of 
landscaping and landscaped areas. 

CEO, PC, Council Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Adopt Investment Policy. CFO, Manager, 
Council 

Immediate 

Adopt the three levels of home occupation into local ordinances. Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Immediate 

Reduce the linear areas on arterials outside the urban compact area that are 
zoned for commercial and residential development, to better focus new 
and infill development within the urban compact, and to reduce sprawl.  

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

Increase the minimum street frontage requirements in zones and/or properties 
located on arterials outside the urban compact. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

Draft revisions, if necessary, to the Site Plan Review and Subdivision Ordinances 
to address adequately in-fill development.  Require  new subdivisions to reserve 
rights-of-way to adjacent vacant parcels with three or more acres, and to parcels 
that abut existing subdivision roads, for future connection, unless 
environmental constraints would prevent such connections.  

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

Amend downtown zoning and off-street parking regulations to maximize the use 
of the limited commercial land area, including revisions to: 

* Establish maximum setbacks to maintain existing development pattern  
(building street wall);  

* Discourage parking lots in front of buildings on principal streets like 
Main Street; 

* Limit drive-throughs; and 
* Allow reduction in parking space dimensions from 9 feet x 19 feet to 8 

feet x 18 feet for compact cars and allow up to 40% compact cars. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

Adopt highway commercial site design standards in the zoning regulations 
and/or site plan and subdivision review standards, implementing the Gateway 1 
publication as a starting point or revised  standards that may be recommended 
by the Gateway 1 Corridor Coalition.  Such strategies should include, without 
limitation, the following:  

* Buildings with a footprint greater than 10,000 square feet shall employ 
varying setbacks, heights, step-backs, roof treatments, doorways, 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 
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window openings, and other structural or decorative elements that 
reduce the apparent size, bulk,  scale, and massing of buildings.  

* Consider extending the application of the Tillson Avenue Overlay / 
Downtown Zone Design Standards to other commercial zones. 

* Parking lots over 100 spaces shall be segmented visually and 
functionally into distinct parking areas of no more than 60 spaces by 
landscaped and  curbed medians or other methods.  

* Establish standards that require landscaping consisting of, at minimum, 
three 2.5” caliper street trees, six 4-foot high  under-story trees, ten 12” 
high evergreen or 15” high deciduous shrubs, and five 3-foot evergreen 
trees shall be planted every 50 feet along and within a minimum 30-
foot wide green strip buffer adjacent to all public streets and along 
and within a minimum 20-foot wide green strip buffer adjacent to all 
private streets and drives including parking lot connectors, circulation 
drives (including those adjacent to building) and loading areas.  

* Where a proposed building with a footprint greater than 10,000 
square  feet abuts property with at least one residence, a six-foot high 
earthen berm buffer shall be provided and planted with double offset rows 
of 4-foot high evergreens  spaced 15 feet on center.  

* The maximum height of freestanding lights shall not exceed 14 feet.  
* All exterior lights shall have shielding to provide a beam cut-off at no 

more than 75 degrees nadir. 
Continue to utilize shielded, ‘dark-sky’ lighting fixtures in parking lots, along 
roads, and at other exterior locations to the extent practicable, within the limits of 
any applicable safety requirements.  Evaluate the effectiveness of these 
ordinance provisions and suggest amendments as necessary.   

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Ongoing 

Reduce the impact of traffic on wildlife by adopting local road standards in 
designated rural areas that maintain habitat values (for example, by limiting curb 
cuts along undeveloped rural road frontage, reducing street dimensions to the 
minimum level required for emergency vehicles, laying out new streets to 
avoid disruption to known habitat, and designing for low speeds) and 
minimize barriers to species travel (for example, by identifying key road 
crossing areas and, through brush management, speed controls, and other 
measures, facilitating wildlife crossings, and by adopting best practices for 
installation of culverts that allow wildlife to move through them). 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

Amend Sect ion 16-204,  Review Requirements, Site Plan Review 
Ordinance to require that new development lay out sites to incorporate existing 
vegetation including mature specimen trees and to retain existing contours to the 
extent possible.  When “cuts-and-fills” are allowed they should be balanced 
for a more natural appearance.  The use of high retaining walls should be 
limited.  Balanced cuts-and-fills can minimize the need for additional fill 
material or for the removal of fill off the site. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

Evaluate dimensional landscaping requirements to focus on creating usable 
landscape spaces (i.e. plazas, play areas, pocket parks), including, without 
limitation: 

* Establish maximum setbacks to maintain existing development pattern  
(building street wall);  

* Discourage parking lots in front of buildings on principal streets like 
Main Street; 

* Limit drive-throughs downtown and in the Tillson Avenue 
Redevelopment District.   

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

Complete and maintain an inventory of environmentally-sensitive  areas under 
private ownership and encourage or provide incentives to owners for voluntary 
conservation. Require that applicants proposing developments that would 
substantially change the rural characteristics of a site conduct a natural 
resource inventory and values assessment  as part of site plan or subdivision 
review and  require the applicant to address how natural resources will be 
maintained or adverse impacts minimized with the development proposal. 

CEO Long 

Work with the Oyster River Bog Association to expand the bog preservation Manager, Attorney Ongoing 
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area with conservation easements and to reduce incompatible uses of the 
preserved areas.  
Continue to inform landowners about, and advocate for, current-use tax 
programs, including the Tree Growth, Farmland, and Open Space programs.  

Assessor Ongoing 

Establish a local open space fund for voluntary land acquisitions and conservation 
easements, and seek donations, bequests, and grants, and apply to the Land for 
Maine’s  Future program to support this effort. 

Manager, Attorney Long 

Support land trusts in their work with landowners to protect specified types of 
land through acquisition,  conservation easements, and buy-restrict-resell 
development projects. 

Manager, Attorney Ongoing 

Adopt additional view protection/visual impact performance standards in zoning 
regulations and subdivision and site plan review standards, based upon the 
Gateway 1 publication ‘Scenic Resource Assessment, Gateway 1 Corridor’ 
Chapter 8.  Such strategies should include, without limitation, the following:  

* Encourage the replacement and placement of utility poles, appurtenances, 
and road crossings in the corridor in the least environmentally and 
visually sensitive locations to the extent possible; 

* Plant street trees and integrate lighting, sidewalks, and other 
streetscape features; 

* Trim vegetation regularly to retain view corridors and 
keep/restore  naturalized edges; 

* Use transportation safety features, e.g. guardrails, with natural-
appearing colors and materials (such as Core 10 steel) that blend and 
enhance rather than look out of place, make-shift utilitarian, or 
neglected. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

   
Community Facilities/Parks Strategies   

Seek outside financial support through federal, state, or private foundation 
grants, or the designation of a Tax Increment Finance (TIF) District to support 
public improvements. Continue to invest in community facilities such as the 
Harbor Walk, public parks, public restrooms, parking lots, parking lot islands, 
sidewalks, bicycle racks, signage, pedestrian scale attractive lighting, and other 
amenities. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Council, Manager 
Support of Harbor 
Commission, Parks 
Commission, and 
Public Works 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Retain and, as appropriate, develop existing public access to such features as the 
Rockland Bog, Benner Hill/Dodge Mountain, and the waterfronts of Rockland 
Harbor and Chickawaukie Lake. Require public access, as appropriate, for future 
development proposals. 

Council, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development, Parks 
Commission, 
Harbor Commission 

Ongoing/ 
Short/Long 

In consultation with the North End Neighborhood Association, purchase land on 
the waterfront side of Front Street for a neighborhood park.  Remove portions of 
the railroad embankment and trestle to permit landscaping of this area for limited 
recreational use and improvement of the views from Front Street and the 
properties along it. An interpretive display could inform the public of the history 
of this area (as has been done at the waterfront park in Rockport). 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, Parks 
Commission, 
Council, Harbor 
Commission, 
Historical Society 

Long 

Provide additional public facilities as needed to support commercial fishing.  Council, Harbor 
Commission 

Ongoing 

If the Shore Village (Lighthouse) Museum is relocated, encourage its relocation 
to a site on or near the waterfront. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Council 

Immediate 

Support efforts of the Apprenticeshop, Farnsworth Museum and the Penobscot 
School to include Rockland residents in their programs. Support Lincoln Street 
Center children’s museum, theater and artistic activities. 

Council, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development, 

Ongoing 
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Manager 
Relocate some events away from the Public Landing or maintain public access to 
the Public Landing during such events. 

Council, RTACC Short 

Encourage the setting of realistic fee levels for all public events held on City 
property for which admission is charged. 

Council Immediate 

Retain and develop the 8.80-acre parcel on West Meadow Road, develop the 43-
acre parcel on Dodge Mountain and develop the 2.89-acre landslide site on 
Samoset as public parks. 

Council, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development, Parks 
and Recreation 

Long 

Explore other locations, in either existing or new buildings, for the Recreation 
Center, which would offer additional facilities, activities and parking unavailable 
at the present Community Building.   

Council, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Recreation 

Short 

Apply for any grants and encourage the continued active participation of various 
service organizations and volunteers in the equipping and maintenance of parks 
and playgrounds. Encourage business and corporate sponsorship of 
neighborhood playgrounds and parks. Encourage developers to set aside land for 
parks and playgrounds for the future neighborhoods those subdivisions will 
create. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Manager, RTACC 

Ongoing 

Work with the owners of the Samoset Resort to acquire, by mutual agreement, 
the public right to access the Rockland Breakwater. Investigate the possibility of 
public use of the beach between the Marie Reed Park shore frontage and the 
inshore end of the Rockland Breakwater. 

Council, Attorney Immediate 

   
Parking Strategies   

Review parking standards and shared parking opportunities to assure that 
adequate parking is provided while not providing too much parking. Provide 
appropriate directional signage to the Downtown and to existing parking. 

Comps, Downtown 
Merchants, Parking 
Committee, OBDS 
Committee, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Consider the use of parking/storage areas away from the waterfront, with shuttle 
vans, to accommodate additional trailer launched boats (especially for those 
going out for more than a day). 

Harbor 
Commission, 
Council 

Short 

Investigate the feasibility of constructing a parking deck over a portion of the 
Maine State Ferry Service parking lot, to meet the needs of the Ferry Service and 
businesses in the northern part of Downtown. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Council, Manager, 
Parking Committee 

Short 

Consider the purchase of properties close to Downtown businesses for 
conversion to employee parking and/or consider supporting public transportation 
that would encourage the use of commuter parking and/or reduce the need for 
additional customer parking Downtown. 
 

Parking Committee, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Council, Downtown 
Merchants 

Short 

Limit on-site parking for any pier constructed for the high-speed ferries to that 
necessary for handicapped access and employees.  Encourage all other parking to 
be off-site, linked by shuttle buses or other appropriate means. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Council 

Long 

Computerize the parking ticket system, and take advantage of any other 
technological improvements in efficiency and effectiveness as they become 
available at reasonable cost. 

Council, Police 
Chief, Attorney 

Short 

Provide incentives (such as reduced off-street parking requirement for 
developments that exceed a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of at least 0.4 in areas 
zoned Plaza Commercial or Commercial 1, 2, or 3. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 
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Amend downtown zoning and off-street parking regulations to maximize the use 
of the limited commercial land area, including revisions to: 

* Establish maximum setbacks to maintain existing development pattern  
(building street wall);  

* Discourage parking lots in front of buildings on principal streets like 
Main Street; 

* Limit drive-throughs; and 
* Allow reduction in parking space dimensions from 9 feet x 19 feet to 8 

feet x 18 feet for compact cars and allow up to 40% compact cars. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

Require that parking lots be located where they least disturb adjacent 
residential uses, encourage interconnection of parking lots, and allow shared 
parking (if two or more retail uses, reduce overall parking requirement by 25% or 
so for shared lots).  

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

Expand the use of a Parking Fee in Lieu of constructing on-site parking from the 
Tillson Avenue Area Overlay and Downtown Zones to other zones; reduce 
the minimum off-street parking space requirements for general retail sales, 
residential, and other prevailing uses; and establish incentives to reward shared 
parking and other alternative parking strategies. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

Allow reduction in parking space dimensions from 9 feet x 19 feet to 8 feet x 18 
feet for compact cars and allow up to 40% compact cars. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Immediate 

Discourage parking lots in front of buildings on principal streets like Main 
Street. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

   
Quarry related Strategies   

Consider alternative uses for Rockland’s many abandoned lime quarries. Some 
may be suitable for alternative uses such as aquaculture, recreation, or low-
density residential development.  Development on and near Old County Road, 
which runs between quarries for some distance, may require improvements to the 
road, which in turn, may require changes to the quarries. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Engineer, Council 

Long 

   
Landslide Mitigation Strategies   

Continue to require all development applications in the areas, from which runoff 
contributes to the instability of the landslide area, to provide geo-technical 
information necessary in order to determine the risks imposed by the proposed 
development. Deny or modify those development proposals deemed to impose 
unacceptable risk of landslide. 

Council, Engineer, 
Attorney 

Ongoing 

Consider cost sharing with desired development to provide storm drainage to 
reduce risk of landslide or consider purchase of harbor-side lands deemed at 
serious risk of landslide for low-intensity public recreation. 

Council Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

   
Municipal Sidewalk Strategies   

Expand Rockland’s bicycle path network following the recommendations of the 
Bicycle Path Committee and apply for all available cost-sharing programs to 
assist in the construction and maintenance of pedestrian and bicycle paths. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Engineer, Public 
Works 

Short 

Develop a municipal sidewalk plan.  Council, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Engineer, Public 
Works 

Immediate 

   
New Development Strategies   

Conduct a study of current office demand, existing office stock, and the 
feasibility of future office development. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 
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RTACC, Downtown 
Merchants 

Work with growing industries and services to find in-city locations when they 
expand. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Manager, RTACC 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

If the City decides to build an amphitheater, consider a location other than 
Harbor Park for it. 

Council, Harbor 
Commission, Parks 
Commission 

Short/Long 

Protect existing residential areas along Old County Road from the playing fields 
north to the Rockport town line and allow for limited commercial development at 
the intersection of Old County Road and Route 17. 

Comps, Council Immediate 

Review Rural Residential zone to determine if current zoning will allow for an 
adequate mix of commercial and residential development. 

CEO, Council, 
Comps 

Immediate 

Reduce odors from the transfer station to promote development in areas that are 
currently affected.   

Transfer Station, 
Council, Engineer, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Immediate 

Conduct an “infill check-up” to evaluate and prioritize infill and brownfield sites 
for redevelopment. 

CEO, Council, 
Comps 

Immediate 

Facilitate programs to encourage home renovation and rehabilitation in existing 
neighborhoods. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Create economic incentives for homeowners to locate in areas with existing 
public infrastructure. 

Council Short 

Review minimum lot size requirements in developable areas close to the center 
of Rockland. 

CEO, Council, 
Comps 

Immediate 

Create special zoning in open spaces of growth areas to ensure that development 
projects are well planned and land is used efficiently. 

CEO, Council, 
Comps, PC 

Immediate 

Provide support to community-based organizations in the form of technical 
assistance; permit fee waivers, and equipment sharing. 

 Council Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Expedite the permitting process for projects that utilize existing commercial or 
industrial properties.  

CEO, PC Immediate/ 
Short 

   
Water and Watercourse Strategies   

Obtain easements or other necessary legal agreements with riparian landowners 
and with the Department of Environmental Protection to enable the City to carry 
out needed maintenance and repairs, both emergency and ongoing, to Lindsey 
Brook and all other watercourses within the City and without requiring DEP 
permits/approvals for each separate activity. 

Engineer, Public 
Works, Council, 
WWTF 
Superintendent 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Work with the Town of Rockport, the Consumers Maine Water Company and 
other riparian landowners to maintain and improve the water quality of 
Chickawaukie Lake. Enact regulations to help limit the phosphorous entering 
Chickawaukie Lake. 

Council Short 

Monitor the infiltration of groundwater into the sanitary sewer system.  Repair or 
replace lines and equipment allowing excess infiltration of groundwater. 

WWTF 
Superintendent, 
Engineer 

Short 

Establish a program of periodic inspection of on-site wastewater disposal 
systems (septic tanks and leach fields) to assure their continued effective 
operation and avoid pollution of groundwater resources. 

CEO Short 

Consider including within the Woodland and Wildlife Zone undeveloped areas 
surrounding Meadow Brook and other watercourses to avoid the negative effects 
of development. 

Council, Comps Short 

Purchase needed lands for retention basins and other “flood control” works 
necessary to protect properties along Lindsey Brook and other watercourses in 
the urbanized area. 

Council, Engineer Short 

Continue pumping those quarries used for solid waste disposal so that pollutants Council, Engineer Ongoing 
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in the water in those quarries does not infiltrate nearby rock. 
Limit development of areas not served by the Consumers Maine Water Company 
to densities that can rely on groundwater available on-site. 

Comps, Council Immediate 

   
Regional Coordination Strategies   

Work with adjacent communities to develop additional industrial land for an 
industrial park or an expansion of the existing park. 

Manager, Council, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
RTACC 

Short 

Work with Consumers Maine Water Company, the Town of Owl’s Head, Knox 
County, and any other interested parties to provide cost sharing for a reservoir on 
Ingrahams Hill in Owl’s Head to serve the fire fighting needs of the Rockland 
Industrial Park and Knox County Regional Airport and to allow the extension of 
public water service to currently unserved areas of Owl’s Head. 

Council, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Short 

Work with adjoining communities to determine if Rockland’s Wastewater 
Treatment Facility can serve their needs more economically than investing in 
their own WWTFs. Evaluate existing waste water lines and the capacities of each 
facility to develop a future 10-year service plan for the region. 

 Engineer, Council, 
WWTF 
Superintendent 

Ongoing 

Pursue aligning the City of Rockland with other Cities and organizations with 
similar interests and concerns as Rockland in regards to Tax Code and Policies.   

Manager, Council Ongoing 

Convene the Oyster River Association, The Town of Rockport, the Town of 
Warren, and the Town of Thomaston to develop a shared zone district for the 
Bog, use Rockland’s Woodland/Wildlife “G” as a model. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

Meet with adjoining towns to compare and evaluate the existing regulations for 
shared natural areas; develop a list of shared zoning changes that should occur to 
protect these features. 

CEO, Council, 
Comps 

Short 

Evaluate opportunities in the development of the new Recreation Center to make 
it a regional facility. 

Council, Recreation Short 

Coordinate local road and transportation improvement projects with surrounding 
communities where appropriate. 

Manager, Engineer, 
Public Works 

Ongoing 

Refer rezoning proposals to adjoining towns that may be impacted by the 
proposal. 

Manager Immediate 

Share the Rockland Comprehensive Plan with other communities and read and 
keep copies of surrounding towns comprehensive plans to be aware of regional 
cooperation opportunities. 

CEO, Community 
and Economic 
Development 

Short 

   
Transportation Strategies   

Re-establish Rockland as a rail/water terminal for freight and passengers and 
encourage the retention and improvement of the State Ferry Service Terminal. 

Manager, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Short 

Work with Dragon Cement to coordinate their freight operations to the rail/barge 
terminal with any future passenger operations serving a ferry terminal over the 
same rail line in the South End and to improve the operation of the barge/tug to 
reduce damage to lobster gear in the harbor. 

Manager, Harbor 
Master 

Immediate/ 
Long 

Adopt access controls, and fee schedules (as appropriate) for major traffic 
generators, in coordination with the Maine Legislature and DOT. 

Council Short 

With the assistance of MDOT, study the following possible alternatives to Route 
1 for through traffic: 

* Use Old County Road, or a closely parallel new road, as a truck bypass 
around Downtown. 

* Add signs at both ends of Route 90 directing through traffic, particularly 
truck traffic, around Downtown. 

* Restrict use of Route 1 by trucks over a certain size/weight limit to 
certain off-peak hours. 

Manager Ongoing 

Schedule the re-routing of Route 17 for the earliest possible date. Manager Ongoing 
The City should develop a corridor management plan for Old County Road.  The Comps, CEO, Immediate 
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plan would identify existing access (entrances and driveways), mobility and 
safety issues in order to improve existing conditions and allow for development 
that does not degrade roadway conditions. 

Council 

Take full advantage of any MDOT funding available for safety improvements. 
Consider local funding of needed safety improvements in the absence of MDOT 
funding. 

Council, Manager Ongoing 

Encourage the Rockland-Thomaston Area Chamber of Commerce, or other 
appropriate group, to survey regional businesses and residents concerning their 
use of air travel and need or desire for more service at Knox County Regional 
Airport. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Manager 

Immediate 

Consider designating the Community Development Director to provide liaison 
between those doing the survey and the MDOT and Knox County 
Commissioners to encourage the establishment of routes and services desirable 
for Rockland and Knox County. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Manager 

Immediate 

Actively participate in the policy-making activities of the County Commissioners 
regarding the airport. 

Council, Manager Immediate 

If significant growth occurs, consider the establishment of public transportation 
connections between Rockland and the airport, at least on a seasonal basis. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Long 

Encourage MDOT to have the ferries operate on schedules that will allow some 
time in Rockland between connecting ferries or trains, thereby providing the 
passengers with time in Rockland. 

Manager Long 

Encourage the upgrading of the Rockland Branch to allow speeds needed by 
commuter service. 

Manager Short 

Provide for year-round local bus service, to be augmented in the summer, 
connecting various transportation facilities and regional attractions. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Council 

Long 

Encourage the provision of rail express or parcels (less than carload) service as 
part of the passenger rail services, where such services would be of benefit to 
regional residents and businesses. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Manager, RTACC 

Long 

Work closely with local and regional industries to support their needs for 
intermodal, and other forms of freight transportation, when working with 
MDOT. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Manager, RTACC 

Short 

Prepare a master sidewalk, multi-use path, and bicycle plan or plans to cover 
designated growth areas, and require development projects in these areas to include 
sidewalks with curbing, and, where feasible, a grass median esplanade, consistent with 
such plan(s). 

CEO, Community 
and Economic 
Development 

Short 

Develop a master sidewalk snow removal and maintenance plan to ensure 
that these sidewalks can be used year-round along frontages. 

Public Works Short 

Establish a Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for the City-wide construction, 
maintenance, and repair of sidewalks.  

Manager, Finance Short 

Narrower streets should be considered for small subdivisions to reduce roadway 
construction and maintenance costs and slow traffic speeds for neighborhood 
safety.  Shared private driveways should be encouraged, as appropriate, for small 
subdivisions serving just a few homes.  Where subdivision roads have the 
potential to be expanded to serve future additional residences, a sufficient right-
of-way should be secured to allow for street widening if necessary. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

When approving new development on Routes 1, 17, 73, and 90, Old County 
Road, or Thomaston Street, limit the number of total access points (side 
streets, entrances, and driveways, etc., but not entrances to fields) to 10 per mile 
where the speed limit is 55 mph, 15 per mile where the speed limit is 50 mph, 20 
per mile where the speed limit is 45 mph,  and 30 per mile where the speed 
limit is 30 mph; provided, however, that new development utilizing shared 
access shall not be foreclosed where such maximum has already been 
reached.  Such access point limits may be adjusted in applicable regulations 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 
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to account for the impact on traffic and safety of the types of uses, trip 
generation data, and/or traffic management improvements. Whenever 
possible, provide incentives to landowners/developers to provide new 
side streets or other shared access points. 
Require new commercial and residential development along state highways to 
provide shared vehicle access connections to abutting parking lots unless 
environmental constraints would prevent such connections. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

Require new subdivisions to reserve rights-of-way to adjacent vacant parcels 
with three or more acres, and to parcels that abut existing subdivision roads, for 
future connection unless environmental constraints would prevent such 
connections.   

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

Create an Official Road Plan for future streets in designated core growth areas as 
identified in the Gateway 1 Corridor Action Plan, in order to enhance access and 
street connections within  the street network, and to reduce congestion on Route 
1. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

In the downtown area (including all intersections with US Route 1 (Main 
Street and  Union Street) between and including the Park Street and North 
Main Street intersections,  and Route 73 (Main Street from the Water Street 
intersection to the Park Street intersection)), preserve physical elements of the 
historic downtown, such as on-street parking, narrow travel lanes, and street trees 
and sidewalks situated along all streets in the Downtown.  Accordingly, all future 
road improvements should incorporate and preserve these and similar 
elements with a context-sensitive design, to retain the historic and pedestrian-
friendly character of this area. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Short 

Enact access management standards on highways and arterials to protect and 
enhance roadway mobility, capacity and safety. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

Pursuant to 23 M.R.S. § 704(2), adopt rules and regulations for the design, 
location and construction of driveways, entrances, and approaches on streets 
within the urban compact area, to adequately protect and promote the safety of 
the traveling public and maintain highway right-of-way drainage. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

As part of access management, incorporate frontage, service, and/or rear 
access roads that:  (a) are required as part of new highway-oriented development, 
(b) are promoted (along with the consolidation of existing driveways and entrances, 
and the reduction of continuous curb cuts) as improvements during in-fill 
development and retrofits to correct existing problems, and (c) interconnect 
parking lots where feasible and reduce overall parking by 25% or more for shared 
lots. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

Adopt a development- and/or impact - fee system to fund off-site transportation, 
access management, and pedestrian safety improvements made reasonably 
necessary by development, including, without limitation, highway access 
management and uses, pursuant to 23 M.R.S. § 704, and seek financial assistance 
from the State for necessary road improvements as appropriate, pursuant to 23 
M.R.S. § 1821 (the “Melrose Law”). 

Manager, CEO, 
Attorney 

Short 

Identify local and collector roads  used as informal alternate routes to Route 1 
that, due to their residential  nature, would benefit from traffic calming (such as 
on-street parking, cross-walks, speed tables, roundabouts, etc.) and implement 
these measures in consultation with MaineDOT and local residents. 

CEO, Public Works Short 

Develop and regularly update municipal sidewalk, multi-use path, and bicycle 
path plans for the Gateway 1 Core Growth Area(s), and seek capital 
improvement funding for the same from federal, state, and municipal sources. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Manager  

Long 

The City Manager and Economic & Community Development Department will 
continue to  apply for state and federal funds for transportation-related 
streetscape improvements,  including Community Development Block Grants 
and MaineDOT’s Transportation Enhancement Programs. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development, 
Manager 

Ongoing 

Identify and reserve land with potential for rail siding service; encourage use of 
the Industrial Rail Access Program for the establishment or expansion of rail 
sidings. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 
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Support and nurture the types of development that provide sufficient densities, 
short distances, and mix of uses that will support intra- and inter-local bus 
systems and other transit. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Ongoing 

Require  large-scale developments and redevelopments of more than 50,000 
square feet of sufficient concentration of people or trips to support transit, when 
constructed, substantially renovated, added to, or occupied by a new tenant, to 
provide adequate circulation to accommodate buses, and a suitable location for 
buses safely to embark and disembark passengers, unless such a bus stop already 
exists within 1,000 feet of the facility’s access point and the facility provides safe 
and convenient on-site access to and from the stop.   

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Immediate 

Encourage rail service operators to upgrade or replace locomotives with efficient 
and low-emission equipment.  

Manager, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Long 

Require a minimum setback for new residential structures or conversions of 
existing structures to residential uses  of at least 75 feet from rail lines or rail 
facilities.  

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Immediate 

   

City Policy Improvement Strategies   
Increase staffing levels of the Code Enforcement Office and/or transfer some 
inspection responsibilities to the Fire Department, to allow inspections at 
intervals not exceeding five years. 

CEO, Council, 
Manager 

Immediate 

Increase the budget and staffing of the Recreation Department. Council, Manager, 
Recreation Dept 

Short 

Reactivate the Recreational Advisory Board. Council, Recreation 
Dept 

Immediate 

Amend existing City Ordinances to shift planning and zoning responsibilities to 
Community Development Department. 

Council Short 

Hire an independent professional to rewrite the Zoning Ordinance in conjunction 
with the implementation phase of this Comprehensive Plan. 

CEO, Council, 
Comps, Community 
and Economic 
Development 

Immediate 
 

Develop a description of the functions of the Department and the duties and 
responsibilities of its Director. 

Manager Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Have a contract caseworker responsible for the Welfare Department and find out 
surrounding communities’ interest in sharing the contract caseworker on an 
interlocal basis. 

Manager Immediate 

Continue to apply for grants and other financial assistance for such programs as 
Community Policing. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Ongoing 

Construct the addition to the Public Safety Building, including those spaces and 
facilities needed for efficient and effective Police Department functioning. 

Council, Police and 
Fire Chiefs 

Short 

Establish a reserve fund, with specific guidelines for its use, or some other 
effective method, to reduce the impact on taxes when fire engines and/or 
ambulances require replacement. 

CFO, Council, 
Manager 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Establish a capital improvement program to meet equipment replacement and 
modernization needs. 

CFO, Council, 
Manager 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Continue to operate the WWTF at a high standard so as to eliminate, to the extent 
possible, the odors which were a problem prior to the recent facility upgrade. 

Council, Engineer, 
WWTF 
Superintendent 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Scheduled meetings between the City Manager and the Superintendent of 
Schools to discuss opportunities to share in project development and purchasing 
opportunities between the City of Rockland and SAD 5. 

Manager, SAD 5 Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Implement user fees such as: pay as you throw fees at the transfer station, storm 
sewer fee, traffic impact fee for new subdivisions and developments, burglar 
alarm fees, etc. 

Council Immediate/ 
Short 

Fund the remaining three “rainy day” funds for equipment replacement, tax 
stabilization, and capital improvements. 

Council, CFO, 
Manager 

Immediate 
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Housing Strategies   

Encourage developers of elderly housing to provide for a percentage of units at 
below market rates. Support the efforts of housing administrators and health care 
providers to provide assisted living units and additional medical care as needed. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Apply for available grants and loans to assist the providers of housing for the 
elderly. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Consider requiring a certain portion of houses or apartment units in a 
development to be made available at below market costs, particularly if the 
development is to use utilities extended to encourage development. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Apply for whatever grants or other assistance available to property owners to 
maintain their buildings and reduce lead-based paint hazards. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Immediate/On
going 

Provide staff help for the coordination and development of affordable housing 
coalitions. 

Council, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Immediate 

Provide copies of Chapter 7: Housing of this plan to surrounding towns to open 
discussions and fresh approaches. 

Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Short 

Review the sewer system to determine where extensions could be made 
economically to allow more intense development of underutilized land, 
particularly in the areas between Broadway and Old County Road and along Old 
County Road.   

Wastewater, Public 
Works 

Long 

Consider amending the Zoning Ordinance to avoid concentrations of group 
homes, distributing the location of these facilities more evenly within the City. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

Consider requiring a certain portion of houses or apartment units in a 
development to be made available at below market costs, particularly if the 
development is to use utilities extended to encourage development. 

Comps, Community 
Development, 
Council 

Long 

Amend zoning to encourage new infill development to reflect the existing 
character of the neighborhood regarding setbacks and lot size. 

Comps, CEO, 
Council 

Long 

Mobile home parks will continue to be allowed in the area bounded by US Route 
1, Pleasant Street and Park Street and in the area bounded by Old County Road, 
Broadway, Pleasant Street and Cedar Street, within the current Residential “B” 
Zone and served by municipal sewer. 

Council Ongoing 

Continue to allow accessory  apartments in zones where residential uses 

predominate.  

CEO, Council Ongoing 

Where small-scale engineered subsurface wastewater disposal is the best 
alternative for serving multiple housing units, including in designated rural areas 
with clustered housing/conservation subdivisions, establish ordinance provisions 
for community sanitary systems which, once designed and constructed to both 
the State’s and City’s standards, would be owned by the City of Rockland and 
managed by the City of Rockland’s Water Pollution Control Department.  Users 
of the system should be responsible for all costs associated with the system 
(authorized under 38 M.R.S. § 1234).  

WPCF, Attorney Long 

   

Historic Preservation Strategies   
Create a Historic Preservation Commission. Council Immediate 
Maintain contact with the Maine Historic Preservation Commission (MHPC) 
regarding prehistoric and historic archaeological surveys. Contact area legislators 
regarding funding for such surveys. Incorporate information from such surveys 
in reviewing development proposals that could affect them. 

Historic 
Preservation 
Committee 

Immediate/ 
Ongoing 

Have the Commission prepare and propose standards for historic 
restoration/renovation to the City Council. 

Historic 
Preservation 
Committee 

Short 

Have the Commission work with the Assessor and the Code Enforcement Office Historic Short 
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to include historic information on Building Permits and Demolition Permits, and 
property tax cards, and to establish historic markers as appropriate. 

Preservation 
Committee, CEO, 
Assessor 

Obtain and disseminate information on any programs available for homeowners 
and other property owners to provide technical and financial assistance with the 
renovation/restoration of historic properties. 

Historic 
Preservation 
Committee, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Short 

Ensure that highway and related transportation improvements in the downtown 
are in keeping with the historic qualities of this area.  

CEO, Public Works Ongoing 

The City Manager and Community Development Office will continue to assist 
business property owners to secure state and federal funds for the restoration of 
properties within the historic district as recognized on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Manager, 
Community and 
Economic 
Development 

Ongoing 

 


