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 CHAPTER 3 

 Animals and Fowl 
 
 ARTICLE I  General Provisions 
 
Sec. 3-101  Purpose 
 The purpose of this Chapter is to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the general public in Rockland by limiting the 
deleterious impacts that result from the improper treatment, keeping, feeding, or care of domesticated or wild animals.  Keeping 
animals in unsafe or unsanitary conditions threatens the health and comfort of the animals, and poses a health risk to humans.  The 
improper storage of feed, the accumulation of animal wastes, and the placement of uncontained food scraps on land or water for 
waterfowl and other birds and wild animals endangers public health with the spread of disease and the attraction of insects, 
rodents and other pests.   
 
Sec. 3-102  Swine 
 No person shall harbor or keep any swine within the limits of the City, except as permitted by the Rockland Zoning 
Ordinance. 
 
Sec. 3-103  Noise; Sanitation 
 No person shall harbor, keep, or feed any animal or bird, on private or public property, in a manner that creates an unclean, 
unsafe, or unsanitary condition either on such person’s property or on the property of another or of the City, or that causes 
annoyance to others or otherwise deleteriously affects the quiet enjoyment by others of any private or public property, either by: 
 1. Barking, howling, or making other sounds common to its species; or 
 2. Failure of the owner, caretaker or custodian to maintain in a clean and sanitary condition, devoid of uncontained feed, 
filth, feces, rodents and vermin, and free from objectionable odor, all structures, pens, coops, or yards wherein any animal is 
harbored, kept, or fed; or 
 3. Dispensing, feeding, or otherwise making available to any species of wildlife, including birds, any type or amount of 
food that creates an unreasonable disturbance, or attracts other wildlife, vermin, or pests, or results in the accumulation of 
droppings, feces, feathers, or otherwise constitutes a private or public nuisance.  
 
Sec. 3-104  Sick, Injured or Dead Animals 
 1. Disposal.  No person shall deposit, place or throw any dead or fatally sick or injured animal, or part thereof, on any 
public or private place.  When any animal dies on the premises of the owner or person in charge of such animal, he shall dispose 
of such animal immediately, or he may pay a fee of twenty-five ($25.00) dollars in advance to the Police Department to dispose of 
such animal forthwith. 
 2. Conveyance.  No person shall carry or convey any dead animal through or upon any street or public place unless the 
same is so covered that no port of it is exposed to view and no odors can emanate therefrom. 
 3. Report to Police.  When any animal is found dead or dying on the private premises of any person not the owner or 
person in charge of such animal, or is so found in any public street or place, any person having knowledge of the matter shall 
report the facts immediately to the Police Department, and the Police Department shall take charge of the animal forthwith.  If by 
license or otherwise, the owner of the animal is known to the Police Department, the Department shall notify at once such owner, 
who shall have the option of reclaiming the body and disposing of it himself immediately, or pay to the Police Department in 
advance a fee of twenty-five ($25.00) dollars for such disposal.  If the owner is unknown, the Police Department shall dispose of 
the animal forthwith. 
 
Sec. 3-105  Confinement of Farm Animals 
 No person shall permit a farm animal to roam outside of the property boundaries of the owner or keeper of the farm animal, 
or outside of land leased by such owner or keeper for the confinement of the animal.  Farm animals are defined for the purposes 
of this section to include goats, sheep, cattle, fowl, horses, donkeys, mules, swine, rabbits and llamas.  The prohibition herein 
applies equally to intrusions by farm animals onto public and private rights-of-way and onto public and private property.  This 
section does not apply to the driving, riding, or leading of such animals by the owner or keeper.   
 
 
 

Ch. 3, Sec. 3-105 



 

3-3 

Sec. 3-106  Penalty 
 This Article shall be enforced on public property by the Police Department, and on private property by the Health Officer, 
Code Enforcement Officer, and/or other code enforcement official utilizing the applicable enforcement procedures established in 
Ch. 4, Buildings, Inspections & Enforcement, Art. V, Inspections and Enforcement.  The penalty(ies) for violation of any 
provision of this Article shall be established pursuant to 22 M.R.S. § 1561, and/or by the District Court upon complaint by the 
City pursuant to 30-A M.R.S. § 4452.  Each day such violation occurs or continues shall constitute a separate offense.  Eff: 
07/11/12 
 
 ARTICLE II  Dogs 
 
Sec. 3-201  State Law 
   The provisions of the State law relative to dogs are hereby incorporated. 
State Law Reference:  7 M.R.S., §§ 3951-3964. 
 
Sec. 3-202  Roaming-at-Large Prohibited 
   No dog shall run at large, except when used for hunting in areas where hunting is permitted. 
State Law Reference:  7 M.R.S., § 3911.  Eff: 7/12/89 
 
Sec. 3-203  Dogs Shall Be Under Restraint While on Any Public Way or Place 
   1.  General.  Dogs while on any public way or place shall be under restraint, within the meaning of this Article if they are 
controlled by a leash, or at "heel", beside a competent person and obedient to that person's commands on or within a vehicle being 
driven or parked on the streets, or within the property limits of their owner or keeper. (Nothing in this Article shall be held to 
require the leashing of any dog while on the property of its owner or keeper.) A leash shall not be more than eight (8) feet long.  
Persons who own or control a dog on any sidewalk, street, or publicly owned property shall immediately remove and dispose of 
any feces left by the dog on such property.  The regulation relating to clean-up of canine waste shall not apply to any handicapped 
person who, by reason of his or her handicap, is physically unable to comply with the requirements of the provision. Eff: 8/10/94 
   2.  Business District.  Within the Main Street Historic Business District, which for the purpose of this section shall be comprised 
of that part of Main Street, and its sidewalks, bounded by the intersection of North Main Street on the north, and Park Street an 
the south, owners or keepers of dogs shall control them by a leash, the leash not to exceed six (6) feet in length. No dog may be 
left unattended on its leash in this District. (The leash requirement shall not apply to dogs within vehicles being driven or parked 
on the street, or dogs within the property limits of their owner or keeper).  The purpose of this subsection is to allow the presence 
of dogs with their owners in the Main Street Historic Business District, while providing that the animals be closely controlled for 
the safety and comfort of the public.  Eff:  2/9/00 
   3.  Prohibited in Certain City Parks.  Dogs shall be prohibited from the following City parks from May 1 through October 1 of 
each year: 
 a.  Johnson Memorial Park, except for the area of the boat-launch ramp and dock 
 b.  Sandy Beach 
 c.  Merritt Park Playground 
 d.  Ocean Street Playground 
 e.  Warren Street Playground Eff: 10/10/07 
 
Sec. 3-204  Impoundment 
   1.  Impoundment - Animal Control Center.  Unlicensed dogs, dogs running at large, and/or dogs or cats found stray, i.e. the 
owner or keeper of which is unknown, shall be impounded in the Animal Control Center and there confined in a humane manner 
for a period of not less than six (6) days for dogs and three (3) days for cats; and may after eight (8) days  for dogs and three (3) 
days for cats be disposed of in a humane manner if not claimed by their owners or keepers. 
   The City, or its duly authorized agent, may transfer ownership of all animals held by it at the City Animal Control Center after 
the legal detention period has expired and the animal has not been claimed by its owner. 
   The owner shall be entitled to resume possession of any impounded dog upon compliance with the license provisions for dogs 
set forth in the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and the payment of impoundment fees as set forth herein for both dogs and 
cats. 
   When dogs are found running at large, and their ownership or keeper is known, such dogs need not be impounded by the City, 
through its duly authorized agent.  However, upon complaint made to the agent, the agent shall conduct an investigation and if the 
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allegations in the complaint shall be proved to be true, then the said agent shall cite the owner or keeper of such dogs to appear in 
court to answer charges of violation of this Article.  Eff: 3/15/95 
   2.  Impoundment Fees.  Any animal impounded hereunder may be reclaimed as herein provided upon payment by the owner or 
keeper of the following fees: 
   Ten dollars ($10) for each animal.  Other costs, including daily board and inoculation fees, shall be charged in the same amount 
as expenses actually incurred by the City. 
 
Sec. 3-205  Vicious Dogs 
   It shall be a violation of this Ordinance to own, keep, possess, or harbor a dangerous dog. Dangerous dog is defined as; 1. 
Any dog that assaults without provocation, an individual or domesticated animal; or 2. Any dog that, by attacking or 
threatening to attack an individual or an individual's domesticated animal, or by any behavior, causes a reasonably prudent 
person, acting in a reasonable and non-aggressive manner, to fear bodily harm.  
   The minimum financial penalty for a violation of this section is one hundred dollars ($100.00) for the first offense, two 
hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00) for the second offense, and five hundred dollars ($500.00) for the third and subsequent 
offenses.  
   In addition to the financial penalty imposed, after hearing a court of competent jurisdiction shall order: 

(1) That the dangerous dog be muzzled, restrained, confined to the premises of its owner in a secure enclosure or any 
other reasonable measure to be imposed to protect the safety, health and welfare of the City's inhabitants; or 

(2) That the dog be euthanized if it has injured a person or domesticated animal or if it has a history of a prior 
assault. The cost of seizure and euthanasia of the dog shall be assessed to the owner of the dangerous dog. 

(3) Owner to pay restitution. Where the victim of a dangerous dog has incurred medical expenses, veterinary 
expenses, or any other direct financial loss, the owner of said dangerous dog shall be ordered to pay restitution to the victim in 
accordance with the criteria set forth in 17-A M.R.S.A. §1325. Owner shall mean and include any person owning, keeping, 
possessing, or harboring a dog.  Eff: 2/9/00 
 
Sec. 3-206  Penalties 
   Any owner or keeper found violating Sections 3-202, 3-203, and 3-204 of this Article shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than Ten Dollars ($10) nor more than Fifty Dollars ($50) for each offense. 
   Any person found guilty of a violation of Section 3-203.2 shall be subject to a penalty of not less than Twenty Dollars ($20) and 
not more than One Hundred Dollars ($100) for each offense.  The imposition of a penalty for violation shall not excuse the 
violation or permit it to continue, and each day such violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offense. Eff: 7/12/89 
 

ARTICLE III   Keeping of Domesticated Chickens  
 
Sec. 3-301  Purpose; Administration.  
 This ordinance establishes standards for (1) the keeping of domesticated chickens in residential areas in a manner 
that enables residents to keep chickens for non-commercial purposes without adversely affecting the surrounding 
neighborhood, and (2) the safe and inoffensive keeping of domesticated chickens where agriculture is permitted.  Chickens 
kept in accordance with this Article shall not constitute a use that is annoying, detrimental, obnoxious, unsightly, injurious or 
dangerous to the health, comfort, or property of individuals, or of the public.  
 
 This Article shall be administered pursuant to Chapter 19, Art. III, Sec. 19-312, or by the Animal Control Officer.   
 
Sec. 3-302.  Definitions. 
 “Domesticated Chicken” means a bird that is a member of the genus Gallus gallus domesticus.  Domesticated 
Chickens does not include guinea fowl. 
 
Sec. 3-303. Permit required.  

A. Except on parcels where agriculture as defined in Section 19-302 is permitted, and subject to applicable use  
prohibitions in the zoning regulations under Section 19-304, no person may keep chickens in the City of Rockland without 
first obtaining, from the Code Enforcement Office, a Domesticated Chickens Permit.  Such permit, once granted, is personal 
to the permit holder and may not be assigned.   
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B. The City Council may, by Order, establish an application and/or permit fee for Domesticated Chicken Permits. 
C. A permit to keep chickens may be revoked where there is a risk to public health or safety or for any violation of 

or failure to comply with any of the provisions of this Article, or other applicable ordinance or law.  
 

Sec. 3-304.  Regulations Applicable to Domesticated Chickens Permit Holders. 
 Each Domesticated Chickens Permit holder must comply with the standards set forth in this Section and in Section 3-
305.  This Section shall not apply on parcels where agriculture as defined in Section 19-302 is permitted or approved as a 
Conditional Use. 
 
 A. Non-Commercial Use Only.  Chickens shall be kept for personal use only, and chicken breeding, fertilizer 
production for commercial purposes, and on-site slaughtering of chickens is prohibited.   
 B. Quantities Limited.  No person may keep a rooster, nor maintain more than six  hens on a single parcel.  Those 
persons lawfully possessing more than six hens as of November 9, 2015, may retain those birds but not replace them.   
 C. Enclosures.   
 (1) Chickens must be kept in an enclosure or fenced area (chicken pen) at all times during daylight hours.  
Enclosures must be clean, dry, and reasonably odor-free, kept in a neat and sanitary condition at all times, in a manner that 
will not disturb the use or enjoyment of neighboring lots due to noise, odor or other adverse impact.  The chicken pen must 
provide adequate sun and shade and must be inaccessible by rodents, wild birds, and predators, including dogs and cats.  It 
shall be constructed with sturdy wire fencing buried at least 12” in the ground.  The pen must be covered with wire, aviary 
netting, or solid roofing.  The use of non-galvanized chicken wire is not permitted.  Alternatively, chickens may be enclosed 
in portable, predator-proof coops or other suitable enclosure approved by the Code Enforcement Officer.   
 (2) Chickens shall be secured within a chicken coop or house during non-daylight hours.  
 (a) Each chicken coop or house shall be detached from residential structures.  In the case of traditional New 
England barn structures attached to the main house by an ell, the chickens can be permitted in the barn, as long as they are 
enclosed in a separate coop area and not roaming throughout the barn.  The chicken coop or house shall be enclosed on all 
sides, shall have a roof, and shall have doors capable of being closed and locked.  Opening windows and vents must be 
covered with predator- and bird-proof wire of less than one-inch openings.  Chicken coops and houses shall be cleaned 
regularly, and maintained so as to protect the health and comfort of the chickens housed therein.  
 (b) Chicken coops and chicken houses shall be located only in the yard to the rear of the principal dwelling , or in 
the case of a barn attached to the side of the house by an ell, the chicken coop may be located in said barn but the chicken 
yard shall be located to the rear of the barn.  Chicken coops and houses shall be at least ten (10) feet from the property line(s) 
and at least fifteen (15) feet from residences on abutting lots.  Chicken coops and houses may not be located in any front yard, 
nor in the interior of any home or other dwelling unit.  
 (c) Lights used to illuminate exterior areas around chicken coops or chicken houses must be turned off when no 
persons are present; motion-sensor lighting may be used for this purpose. 
 D. Waste Storage and Removal.   All chicken manure shall either be promptly composted or tilled into cultivated 
earth in such manner as to prevent run-off and minimize odor, be properly stored, or be removed and properly disposed of. 
All stored manure shall be placed in a fully enclosed container.  No more than one, thirty-gallon container of manure shall be 
stored on any one parcel where chickens are kept.    In addition, the chicken coop or house, pen, and surrounding area must be 
kept free from trash and accumulated droppings. 
 E. Predators, rodents, insects, and parasites.   Each Domesticated Chickens Permit holder shall take all reasonable 
precautions to reduce the attraction of predators and rodents and the potential infestation by insects and parasites.  Where 
such conditions are found to exist by a code enforcement official or animal control officer, the City may order the removal of 
the chickens, enclosure(s), and coop(s) or house(s), or may arrange for such removal the cost of which  shall be borne entirely 
by the permit holder or property owner.   
 
Sec. 3-305. Regulations Applicable To All Persons Raising or Keeping Domesticated Chickens 
 Each person keeping domesticated chickens in Rockland must comply with the standards set forth in this Section.   
 A. Feed and Water.   Chickens must be provided with access to feed and clean water at all times, arranged in such 
manner as to be inaccessible by rodents, wild birds, and predators.  Uneaten feed shall be removed in a timely manner. 
 B. Odor.   Odors from chickens, chicken manure, or other chicken-related substances shall not be perceptible at the 
property boundaries.  
 C. Predators, rodents, insects, and parasites.  Each person keeping domesticated chickens shall take all reasonable 
precautions to reduce the attraction of predators and rodents and the potential infestation by insects and parasites.   
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 D. Deceased Chickens.  Deceased chickens shall be promptly removed and properly disposed of.   
Cross Reference:  Sec. 3-103, Sick, Injured, or Dead Animals. 
 
Sec. 3-306.  Violations; Penalties. 
 Any violation of any provision of this Article shall be a civil violation subject to a minimum fine of one-hundred 
dollars ($100.00) per violation.  Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate violation.  In addition, and in 
the sole discretion of the City, any violation of this Article shall be subject to a civil action brought pursuant Title 30-A, 
Maine Revised Statutes, Section 4452, and subject to the penalties and remedies set forth therein. 
            Eff: 12/09/15 
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