Approved 3-31-16 Meeting

City of Rockland
Comprehensive Planning Commission
Minutes for March 10, 2016

Commission Present: Amy Files, Ann Morris, Eileen Wilkinson, Adam Ackor, Michelle Gifford
Guests: Eric Galant of Mid-Coast Regional Planning Commission; Julie Lewis

Staff Present: Asst. Code Enforcement Officer Bill Butler, Recording Secretary Kara Cushman, Code
Secretary Roxy LaFrance

Meeting Called to order at 6:05 p.m.

ACTION: Ann Morris made a motion, seconded by Michelle Gifford, that in the absence of a chair,
Eileen Wilkinson would chair the meeting. VOTE: 5-0-0

Agenda Adjustments:

Amy Files asked that height restrictions be added under “Old Business.” She also said she could give
updates on the power plant under new business if time allows. Eileen Wilkinson asked that all the old
business items stay on the agenda and the Commission check off the items as they are completed.

Previous Meeting Minutes:

ACTION: Amy Files moved that the 2-11-2016 minutes be approved without amendment. Motion
seconded by Ann Morris. VOTE: 5-0-0

Amy Files discussed some highlights from the Planning Board Meeting regarding the power plant. She
said the first meeting focused on the draft ordinance addressing site standards and standards for heavy
industrial use. The Quasi-Public Zone can be allowed in Residential “B” Zone. Some of the language is
standard. (i.e. air emissions, noise, etc.) Amy Files said that the site standards fall under Chapter 19 and
asked if the COMPS Commission should be included in on the discussion. Asst. CEO Bill Butler said that
industries are protected through the Public Utilities Commission (P.U.C.) from certain regulations.

Presentation of Agriculture and Forestry Resources Chapter by Eric Galant

Eric Galant summarized the information in his draft of the Agriculture and Forestry Resources Chapter,
prepared in conformance with the State of Maine criteria and submitted to the COMPS Commission for
their consideration.

Eric said that agriculture and forestry is not as significant in Rockland where the city is highly developed,
and is relatively small compared with other nearby towns like Union and Warren. The Commission
reviewed the Land Cover and Farmland Soils maps included in the chapter.

In Rockland, there are no parcels in the Farmland Program, approximately 1,000 acres of land consisting
of 19 parcels in the Tree Growth Program, and 188 acres in the Open Space Use Tax Program. The
Commission asked where the 19 parcels in the Tree Growth Program are. Land in these programs has a
reduced evaluation of taxes. Eileen asked about encouraging development of the 19 parcels. Michelle
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Gifford said that the city gets back a percentage if the land owner sells their property. Asst. CEO Bill
Butler said the trees have to be cut every 10 years. Eileen Wilkinson asked for more information about
the program.

Eric Galant is coming to the next meeting on March 24, 2016 at 6 p.m. to present the next draft chapter
on Natural Resources. Other chapters Eric can work on in the future are:

- Chapter 5 Cultural, Historic, and Archaeological Resources

- Chapter 9 Recreation & Open Space

- Chapter 11 Fiscal Capacity

- Chapter 12 Regional Coordination

- Chapter 6 Land Use Patterns and Chapter 13 Future Land use (save these chapters for last)

Eric also offered to look over the chapters after the COMPS Commission has made changes. Ann Morris
said she has filled in the blank numbers that were missing from the Transportation and Population
chapters. The Commission discussed possibly splitting up the chapters among each member to research
and fill in the missing data.

Survey

The COMPS Commission looked at the survey drafted by Eileen Wilkinson. Amy Files said to keep in
mind that we want to keep it simple. Eileen said there are 45 questions and this is just a first draft to see
what’s missing. Ann Morris asked about reducing the survey to 4 pages. Michelle said that people would
answer more questions when the survey is available on the city web site. Adam Ackor suggested a
shorter base survey that people can opt to then take a more extended survey online. The Commission
discussed having an alternate survey version with more open ended questions; however, Amy Files said
that information would be difficult to quantify.

Chapter 14 Strategy Implementation Discussion/Google Docs

Ann Morris presented her work with the Code Office on Chapter 14 Strategies. Strategies marked as
“keep” is still relevant and needs to be worked on and strategies marked as “done” can be taken out of
the plan. With Google Docs the COMPS Commission can look at all the strategies and share comments
with everyone. The Google Docs document will be shared with the Code Office for anyone to have public
access to. Amy Files recommended another column to be added to the document to prioritize the
strategies.

The Commission asked about the Camden Street Overlay project and where it left off. They asked if this
could be put on a future agenda. They also asked what the status is of the Harbor Commission assisting
with the Marine Resource Chapter. They asked that Ann’s drafts of the Transportation and Population
chapters be resent to compare to Eric’s drafts.

For the next meeting in March agenda items are:
1. Ericto present Natural Resources Chapter
2. Discussion on Population and Demographics Chapters
3. Discussion on survey drafts

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
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Respectfully Submitted,

Kara Cushman
Recording Secretary



