Minutes Approved 06-11-15

City of Rockland
Comprehensive Planning Commission
Minutes for May 28, 2015

Board Present: Chair Valli Geiger, Ann Morris, Thomas Keedy, Eileen Wilkinson
Board Absent: Amy Files and Alt. Michelle Gifford

Staff Present: City Attorney Kevin Beal, Asst. Code Enforcement Officer David Kalloch, Recording
Secretary Kara Cushman

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m.

ACTION: Member Morris made a motion, seconded by Member Wilkinson to accept May 14, 2015
COMPS Commission Minutes as written. VOTE: 4-0-0

Chair Geiger introduced guests, Lisa Westkaemper and Alva Haskell.

Asst. CEO Kalloch distributed an outline of the Maine Comprehensive Plan data packet for Rockland. The
outline contains a list of folder names with many sub folders that provide web sites for further
references. The Criteria Rule provides required elements for further land use. He will make copies of
anything COMPS members want.

Chair Geiger said in looking at all the chapters, she would like to have a new chapter added for energy
and sustainability. She reviewed the chapters that the COMPS Commission will ask other committees to
assist with: EDAC, Energy Advisory Committee, Harbor Management Commission, and Parks
Commission. Asst. CEO Kalloch also recommended Harbor Trail having a part in Ch. 9- Recreation and
Open Space. Member Morris asked if the Parks Commission and the Recreation Advisory Committee
could be combined as one committee.

City Attorney Beal recommended looking at the census to see if projections are in it. Chair Geiger said
it’s important to look at the population patterns to understand why certain types of people move to
Rockland and leave Rockland. What are the challenges and opportunities?

Asst. CEO Kalloch said that Community Development Director Audra Caler-Bell, talked about the
importance of having public meetings when developing a vision statement. We should have a plan with
the direction we want to go. Chair Geiger said that a lot of visioning was discussed during the Camden
Street project. City Attorney Beal said vision statements can be pulled from other documents like
Gateway 1, to assist in creating a community vision statement.

The COMPS Commission looked at the “Goals, Policies, and Strategies” under Ch. 13-10 Future Land Use:

1. “To foster land uses that will enhance the residential opportunities and promote Rockland’s role
as the economic center of Knox County”

2. “To prevent sprawl by creating more compact, high-quality residential neighborhoods.”

“To create opportunities for commercial and industrial development.”

4. “To develop land use that protects significant natural resources, scenic views, and
environmentally sensitive areas.

5. “Torevise land use ordinances to more efficiently and cost-effectively regulate development.”
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Chair Geiger asked if there are any goals the Commission felt was missing. Do we still want these goals
or strike any of them? Member Wilkinson said she wants a vibrant, walkable, bike-able City and to
encourage smart, energy-efficient houses in town, enhance sidewalks and bike trails.

Member Keedy recommended a process of change: 1) community participation 2) structure of policy
change 3) continuity. He said the goal to include community participation wouldn’t define how we do it,
but it will vary on types and degree.

For the next meeting, COMPS members will look at Ch. 13-10 Goals, Policies, and Strategies and come
prepared to talk about each goal. What is relevant? What should be changed?

Goal assignments:

#2- Eileen Wilkinson

#3- Ann Morris

#4- Adam Ackor

#5- Tom Keedy

New goal of energy efficient building-Valli Geiger

Next meeting is June 11, 2015.
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kara Cushman,
Recording Secretary



